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Hammersmith & Fulham Deanery Synod

DRAFT Minutes of Deanery Synod Meeting 12 June 02

The first meeting of the Synod took place at St Peter's Black Lion Lane.  The meeting was attended by 41 members of the synod (listed overleaf). 17 apologies were received.

It began with a Eucharist, celebrated by The Area Dean. In his address to synod in the course of the Eucharist Revd. Stephan Welch said that a Deanery Synod is no longer a body that simply has a chew at whatever cud is passing up and down the synodical system. A synod is increasingly becoming an occasion for the parishes of the deanery to take counsel of one another for the more strategic development of the Church. The primordial role of the synod is to be a hub of communication; to ensure that the deanery builds up a more complete picture of itself with a broader understanding of the problems and opportunities in each and every area; to develop a greater degree of mutual response and accountability. The Area Dean is working at producing a new ‘Deanery Exchange’ in the form of a handbook about the various churches of the deanery, with a short ‘mission statement’ about each.

Following the Eucharist synod divided into House of Laity and House of Clergy for the election of Lay Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and 4 representatives per House to the Standing Committee.

The Area Dean addressed the House of Laity briefly to explain that, in response to his letter about electoral procedure and nominations, no nominations had been received. A certain amount of work had been put into encouraging a number of candidates for Lay Chair. He mentioned their names and added that all these persons had been mentioned to the Chapter of Clergy and any one of them would receive the full support of the clergy. He asked Mr Mike Dyson, a person with previous experience as Standing Committee member, to act as presiding officer for the election of Lay Chair and then withdrew.

Following this, the Synod divided into Houses.

Two candidates agreed to stand for Lay Chairman: Rowland Mynors (St Paul's Hammersmith) and Robert Ashdown (St Peter's Fulham). Mike Dyson acted as presiding officer.  Each candidate made a short statement and answered questions.  Following this Rowland was elected Lay Chairman and took the Chair.

Rowland then asked for volunteers for Secretary but none were forthcoming.  Candidates were sought for Standing Committee members and there were 8 volunteers (in alphabetical order): Nicholas Beale, Vernon Burgess, Pearl Charles, Mike Dyson, Anne Faid, Isabelle Rosin, Paul Scott, Letitia Stenning.  Each gave a short statement.

Nicholas Beale then said that in view of the impressive calibre of people, he would be willing to serve as secretary provided that someone else could act as alternate secretary in his absence, since he could not guarantee to be at every meeting due to work and family commitments. Pam Rivett kindly volunteered for this role.  On that understanding Nicholas was unanimously elected Secretary.

The lay members of the Synod then voted for the candidates as follows: Vernon Burgess 14,  Pearl Charles 6, Mike Dyson 22, Anne Faid 4, Isabelle Rosin 21, Paul Scott 23, Letitia Stenning 19.  Mike, Isabelle, Paul and Letitia were duly elected.

The clergy then returned and were briefed on the results of the elections.  The Area Dean informed us that Fr Paul Andrew, Rev Madeline Bulman and Rev John Ryeland had been elected as SC members and Fr Mark Osborne elected ex officio since he is Chapter Clerk. The Area Dean announced that Rev Preb Ken Bowler was retiring, leaving the Deanery in July, and that Fr Gavin Knight would be inducted as Priest-in-Charge of St Andrew's Fulham Fields on 19th Sept.  The meeting adjourned for refreshments and informal discussion.

The next Synod meeting will be on 12th Sept, with the Bishop of Kensington present.

Addendum from Area Dean

The day after the meeting the Area Dean received a call from Revd. Jeremy Ganga who had been unable to attend the meeting, but who expressed a willingness to serve on the Standing Committee of the synod, which he had not done before. The Area Dean asked Revd. Paul Andrew if he was willing to stand down, having previously served as both chapter clerk and committee member. He was willing to do so. The next meeting of the synod will be asked to note and approve this change.

In like vein the Area Dean has obtained the willingness of Mr Denis Browne to continue as synod treasurer on the same terms as before. Denis looks after the synod bank accounts. Denis is not an elected parish representative to synod, but a co-opted member. The next synod meeting will be asked to renew this co-option.
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