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Notes of Synod Meeting 7th Nov 2002 
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Rivercourt Methodist Church, King Street, Hammersmith.

20:10 1. Welcome, Devotions

20:15
2.1 Presentation of “An Anglican Methodist Covenant”  
Rev Donald Reece and Rev Michael Sawyer gave a joint presentation on An Anglican Methodist Covenant. A copy of their presentation and a link to the covenant are on the Deanery website. Key points:

a. There were proposals for Unity in the 70s and 80s which were turned down by the CofE. Following discussions in the 90s we now have a covenant to “commit ourselves as a priority to a process of unity” as one step towards unity of the wider Church.  Visible unity by Stages.

b. About 300,000 Methodists in 6000 churches organised into 600 Circuits. Over 500 Local Ecumenical Partnerships where Anglicans and Methodists formally work together (but none in this Deanery).  However we do collaborate in the West London Churches Ecumenical Night Shelters.

c. Methodists in the UK don’t have bishops but they do in eg USA.  There was a proposal for an Ecumenical Bishop in Wales but Methodists feel strongly that women should minister at all levels.

d. Methodists do have eucharists where the President is not ordained but this is a rarity and disappearing from Methodist practice.  They have a permanent Diaconate not a stepping stone to Presbyter.

e. The idea is that after both Churches study the document and respond then they commit to the Covenant and set up a Joint Implementation Commission, giving priority to Interchangability of Ministries.

f. Cardinal Murphy O’Connor spoke at a Methodist Synod and, asked about Women Priests and Unity, replied “the road to Unity is an extended path. We don’t know how long it will take, but there are no exits”

2.2 Discussion - Key points
a. Q Name of the united entity? A Unknown at this stage.

b. Q What impact would this have on us? A Goodwill at this stage, purpose is visible unity. At present in Local Ecumenical Partnerships Methodists can take services but they become Methodist Services (no-one seems to mind very much).

c. An Evangelical Vicar welcomed the idea that Confirmation and Ordination may not require a Bishop and that you could have Eucharists without an Episcopally ordained Priest presiding.  But this would be awkward for the CofE because of the other traditions.

d. A ‘Catholic’ Priest worried about the ‘affirmations’. If these were true already there would be unity.  But at present Methodist ministers who wish to become CofE Priests have to be (re-)ordained (unlike RC Priests) and confirmed members of the Methodists church have to be re-confirmed (unlike RCs).  He endorses the covenant in its commitment to unity but not the affirmations because they are not all true.

e. A Layman: The main problem is that, according to the Anglican understanding, (as far as he can see) the Eucharist is not “duly” celebrated in a Methodist service.  It is very possible, indeed probable, that God overlooks any defects in intention and practice but this does not make them unimportant.

f. Another ‘Catholic’ Priest Ecumenical-speak can lead to dishonesty.  It’s not just “difference in practice” over the Eucharist.  Catholics won’t give up the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.

Agreement The Synod welcomed the Report and Commitments and noted the Affirmations.  Proposed Rev Sean Atkins, Seconded: Rev John Henley, passed unanimously.

The meeting having over-run the rest of the business was deferred to the next Synod. However Mike Dyson made a statement about the Treasurers Meeting. Only half the Parishes turned up which was disappointing.  So we were not able to finalise the figures.  At present it looks as if we will be £34k down on the Area Target and far from hitting last Synod’s target of covering 100% of our Net costs, we would be at 88.4%.  The Secretary asked if he wanted any authority from Synod but Mike and the Area Dean said no.
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