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Minutes of Synod Meeting 12th June 2003 
St Katherine’s Westway.

1. Welcome, Devotions  The Area Dean welcomed Rev Dr Sarah Archer who was Priest in Charge of St Michael & St George, White City.  He also welcomed Mauren from St John’s Walham Green.

2. Minutes of previous meeting: 19th March - approved
3. Matters Arising. 
3.1 Any feedback on Wormwood Scrubbs? (Item 8 of 19th March)  None. The Chapter met with Alison the Chaplain and we hope that there will be now further action.

3.2 Every Parish is to have a “Finance Roadshow” to be presented by the Archdeacon, Area Dean, Lay Chairman or Sonya or Sarah. This was intended to begin a consultation on Dioceasan finances.

3.3 St John’s Glenthorne Rd. The Bishops of Fulham and Kensington met the congregation to explain the situation and asked them to reflect.  A Draft Pastoral Scheme has been issued to the relevant Parishes - St John’s Glenthorne Road, Holy Innocents, St Paul’s Hammersmith and St Peter’s Black Lion Lane.

3.4 Central Fulham The Bp of Kensington will consider staffing levels and reflect them back to the Clergy.

3.5 Related to Hope for Hammersmith and Fulham - Community Chaplaincy.  The Area Dean invited Paul Foster, the senior Chaplain of Feltham Young Offenders Institution to speak on their Community Chaplaincy initiative. At present 78% of people released from Feltham are found to re-offend within 2 years.  A pilot of Community Chaplaincy in Swansea had cut this to 0.1%.  This will involve a full time Community Chaplain and a network of volunteer mentors who will look after 1-3 released boys.  Churches need to be prepared to welcome them and to preach and teach the reality that we are all sinners.  The hope is that 60 kids will benefit over 3 years, at a cost of £300k Even from a narrow financial point of view, this compares very well to the cost of imprisonment (currently all in £125k per year) {so stopping 59 kids from re-offending should save over £6m}.  He asked for prayers, and for volunteers for 1-1 sitting with boys on Sunday mornings.  This was warmly welcomed by Synod.

4. Deanery Mission Action Plan This was discussed at some length.  It was agreed that it should manifestly drvce action and that progress should be monitored formally 1-2 times per year.  “growth in attendance and/or giving” was clarified to “growth in eg attendance, rolls, giving or other aspects”  The MAP was adopted unanimously.

5. Soul in the City.  There was an impressive presentation on this, which is also related to Hope for Hammersmith and Fulham. Soul in the City is an event planned for 2004 which is similar to, but bigger than, the event in Manchester which resulted (amongst other things) in the major reduction in crime mentioned by Insp Sutherland. Soul in the City is endorsed by the Bp of London, Sir John Stevens, and many others, with a launch event in Jan 2003 in St Paul’s Cathedral.  Soul Survivor – the Christian Charity which is behind this, is clear that they won’t be doing Soul in the City but coordinating it, and it is an opportunity for all the Christian Churches to reach out and really make an impresion in London.  All Christian Churches are welcome to get involved – log in at www.soulinthecity.co.uk.  The presenter from Soul Survivor, Morag McCulloch, gave an excellent and encouraging presentation with the aid of a Video.

On June 30th at 7pm there will be a meeting of St Paul’s Hamersmith to progress things, and there will be a Celebration on Nov 7th at St Paul’s Hammersmith.  We all agreed that this was an excellent initiative and should be strongly supported – part of our Objective 2c. (to which a note will be attached).

6. Deanery Exchange The Area Dean is in the process of bringing this together. It will contain the Parish Statements (see item i of the Common Fund Process) and other stuff.  Only 2/3rds of the Parishes have yet submitted their Statements and Stephan will write those that have not submitted.  The dateline is Tues June 17th am.  Enough will be printed for each PCC member and the material will also go up on hfd.org.uk. 

7. Remarks and notices from the Chair [Led by Area Dean]  

7.1 Burlington Danes School needs a new Governor. Anyone interested should email stephanjwelch@dsl.pipex.com

7.2 Dates
23 June
Area Finance Group

22 July
Standing Committee

23 July
David Matthews licenced Priest in Charge Holy Innocents

end Aug
Rev Jonathan Clark leaves to become Rector of St Georges Leeds. Thy Synod expressed their warm appreciation for all the contributions Jonathan has made especially during his term as Area Dean.

17 Sept
Next Synod

Sept
Ian Rogers licenced Priest in Charge St Lukes Uxbridge Road

8. AOB  The view was expressed from the floor that the Website is very useful.
Present 8 Clergy  30 Laity

Ann Faid
Isabelle Rosin
Rev Nabil Shehadi
Sonia Mohacs

Antonia Manin
Nicholas Beale
Rev Paul Andrew
Stephen Purcell

Arabella Wood
Pam Rivett
Rev Stephan Welch
Timothy Aikens

Emma Maxwell
Paul Scott
Rev Sarah Archer
Toni Adebiji

Felicity Sainsbury
Rachel Ottewill
Richard Holmes
Tom Preddle

Frank Moore
Pearl Charles
Robert Ashdown
Vanessa Lock

Graham Clarke
Rev Jack Maple
Rowland Mynors
Vernon Burgess

Letitia Stenning
Rev John Henley
Ruth Todd
Virginia Wiseman

Mark Lewis
Rev Jonathan Clarke
Sandra Gee


Maureen Simpson
Rev Mark Osborne
Sarah Burrell
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