





(7.—How can we relate to God?





Draft of 22/10/96 - minor revisions on p1 to the Draft of 28/6/96 revising with Bp Geoffrey the draft of 10/3/96 following Lay Review by Rupert Beale.


1—God first loves us


Knock Knock … (who’s there) … Knock Knock … (who’s there?) … Knock knock … (who’s there).  (long pause).  And maybe there’s nobody there.  Maybe the knocks are just creakings in the wood. If there is no God, then obviously we cannot relate to him.  The lapsed nun, Karen Armstrong� XE "Armstrong, Karen" �, wrote a book The Quest for God which she claims to describe ‘The biggest wild-goose chase in history’. 


—But some people think that, even if there is a God, then God must be so far beyond us that we cannot really relate to him either.  And they have a point.  God is infinite.  No human thinking, however deep, can ever hope to understand God.


—The initiative must come from God’s side, and the good news of the Gospel is that the initiative has come from God’s side.  


For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:16–17� XE "John 3\:16–17" �)


—Of course the most important aspect of this is that God so loved, but there is another important aspect, that he loved, and loves the world.  It is not just that God loves a few ‘chosen’ people and hates, or is indifferent to, the rest.  It is not that God loves us if we love him.  It is the other way round.  “We love, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19� XE "1 John 4\:19" �).


Jesus ... saw a man called Matthew� XE "Matthew" � sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. (Matthew 9:9� XE "Matthew 9\:9" �)


Tax-collectors� XE "Tax-collectors" � are pretty unpopular people in any society, but in 1st Century Palestine they were doubly hated.  They were the active collaborators of the brutal Roman occupying powers.  And they made an excellent living by over-taxing people, pocketing much of the proceeds.  And this particular tax collector was also called Levi� XE "Levi" �, so he should by rights have been a Levite, with a major role in the temple.  And he had sold out to the Romans!  But Jesus does not only call him, he comes to eat at his house.  Hobnobbing with the worst sort of traitor.


And as he sat at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this means. ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’  For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners (Matthew 9:10–13� XE "Matthew 9\:9–13" �).  


St Luke cautiously adds “sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:32� XE "Luke 5\:32" �) just in case anyone misunderstands!


—God loves the world, sinners, people who fail to live up to His love, you, me, our neighbours, wherever they may be.  And because He loves us, He has given us the ability to relate to Him.


2—Born Anew – Born from Above


But how can this be?


There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus� XE "Nicodemus" �, a ruler of the Jews.  This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do, unless God is with him.” Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew (or ‘from above’, the Greek word means both), he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Truly, Truly I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,  he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 


That which is born of ruach� XE "ruach" � is ruach – wind, spirit, breath.� 


Do not marvel that I said to you, "You must be born anew." The ruach blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Ruach’ (John 3:1–8� XE "John 3\:1–8" �).


The ruach of the Holy Trinity reaches out and breathes the new life of God’s love into us.  This is what Jesus is speaking about when he says, ‘You must be born anew� XE "born anew" �’ or ‘born from above�’  Jesus is saying that we need to be born anew, born from above, born by the Spirit (born again if you like although this has become a bit of a cliché and it is not quite what the Greek says, but the distinction is pretty subtle and not worth worrying about). This is what happens when we become Christians.  We are born anew into the family of God which is the love and life of the Holy Trinity.  At times we may scarcely realise it, and may wander away as estranged children.  But this is a matter of degree – no-one can fully understand the depth of God’s love in this life.  And like a good shepherd, God is always wanting to seek out His lost sheep and bring them back to the fold.


3—Drawn into God’s Family


3.1 What does it mean?


What does it mean, to be part of God’s family?  The Gospel of John explains:


To all who received him [Jesus], who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:12-13� XE "John 1\:12-13" �).


St Paul says:


We are the temple of the living God; as God said: “I will live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people … and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” (2 Corinthians 6:16b� XE "2 Corinthians 6\:16b" �, 18, quoting Ezekiel 37:27� XE "Ezekiel 37\:27" � & referring to Isaiah 43:6� XE "Isaiah 43\:6" �).


On the cross, Jesus won the victory over all the sin and misery and evil and guilt there ever was, and there ever will be (as we saw in Talk 2).  So St Paul can say:


There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1� XE "Romans 8\:1" �).


For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:26-28� XE "Galatians 3\:26-28" �)


Because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory (Romans 8:14–17� XE "Romans 8\:14–17" �).


Notice that there are three elements here: the faith, the intimacy and the obedience.  As we saw in talk 4, Faith is not just, or even mainly, a matter of intellectually agreeing with certain ideas.  It is matter of receiving, trusting, being led by the Spirit, being able truly to cry “Abba, Father”.  Abba� XE "Abba" � is a wonderful word, the word Jesus used to address God.  It combines the intimacy of ‘Daddy’ with deep respect.  To relate to God as “Abba” implies not just assent, but deep love and trust.  As Jesus says: “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it” (Luke 8:21� XE "Luke 8\:21" �).


3.2 The Family Likeness


So what happens?  As we become caught up into the life of the Trinity, the relationship that Jesus has with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit:


...we … are being transformed into [Jesus’] likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit’ (2 Corinthians 3:18� XE "2 Corinthians 3\:18" �). 


and the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:22� XE "Galatians 5\:22" �). 


—Wow! What a list.  Gosh! how daunting.  Surely no human being could possibly have all these to the limit.  Well I certainly don’t, but one human being did.  The Spirit is trying to transform us to his likeness.  And the metaphor of fruit is very encouraging. 


—A Sunday School teacher was trying to explain this:


Now, where does milk come from?  “Cows”  and where do eggs come from? “Hens” and where do oranges come from? “Tescos”


—There is a tendency for those of us who live in towns to think that fruit comes from a supermarket.  But of course St Paul is thinking of fruit that grows on trees or (more probably) vines.  It takes a long time to train and grow vines, and the grapes they produce at first are not that good.  If you watch a vine� XE "vine" � you won’t see it grow.  But over time, in a well-tended vineyard, the grapes become more and more delicious.


4—Worship and Sacraments


4.1—Developing the Relationship


So how do we open ourselves up to God so that He can tend the vines within us?  Well it sounds trite, but the first step is to spend time with Him.  This is not a matter of ostentatious churchgoing�.  It is a matter of humbly and lovingly opening ourselves up to God, asking for His transforming love, His transforming Spirit, to breathe into our lives.  Jesus has broken the barriers that separate us from God, and the Holy Spirit brings us into the presence of God which is the life of the Trinity.


—It is like a spiral movement, the whirling wind that lifts us up into the life of God.  The Spirit helps us to pray, helps us to understand, helps us to believe, helps us to live the life of sons and daughters of God.  There comes a point when we have to open the door and take the first steps of faith, and then the Spirit, with love gentleness, power and self-control, lifts us up more and more into the life of the Trinity.  God wants us to be “changed from glory into glory” (see eg Hebrews 2:10� XE "Hebrews 2\:10" �).  The initiative lies with God, but we must respond. In the end, you will never learn to swim unless you get in the water.  But God teaches us to swim, provides us with friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, the Church, so that we can make the journey together.


4.2—Worshipping Together


The word ‘We’ here is very important.  It is essential to the nature of God’s love that it is shared.  We are called together to join the dance of love that is the life of the Trinity.  God wants us individually and in a community.  We are created so that we can only find our fulfilment in a community.  And the community of those who love Jesus is his Church.  We will examine this in more detail in Talk 9.  But the key point is that the Holy Spirit and the Church are intimately bound together – Pentecost is the birthday of the Church, the disciples were all together in one place (Acts 2:1� XE "Acts 2\:1" �), the Apostles ‘together with the women and Mary� XE "Mary" � the mother of Jesus and with his brothers ... the company of persons was in all about a hundred and twenty’ (Acts 1:14–15� XE "Acts 1\:14–15" �). �


—As we saw in talk 5 on Prayer�, we need to pray ‘on our own’ and in the gathered community of the Church.  In both cases the Holy Spirit is helping us, and bringing us in contact with the whole company of believers – the ‘communion of saints� XE "communion of saints" �’.


4.4—Sacraments


Our approach to God does not just depend on our minds, our thoughts, feelings and words.  Although these are important, God gathers people at an even more profound level.  There are above all two actions which Jesus himself has invested with extraordinary significance�.


4.4.1 Baptism� XE "Baptism" �


Water is fundamental to life.  Our bodies are at least 70% water, and indeed it seems that life on earth emerged from life in water�.  And if you are dirty, sweaty and stinking, few things are more refreshing than a bath or shower, from which you emerge cleansed and new (at least if you have remembered to use the soap in the right places!).  Furthermore, immersion in water suggests drowning – people like the former MP John Stonehouse� XE "Stonehouse, John" � or the character played by Julia Roberts� XE "Roberts, Julia" � in Sleeping with the Enemy sometimes fake their death by drowning to start a new life elsewhere. When John the Baptist� XE "John the Baptist" � appeared, he used this symbolism� and ‘went into all the region about the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’ (Luke 3:3� XE "Luke 3\:3" �).  Baptism means originally drowning, drenching or overwhelming with water.  When the early Greeks spoke of having ‘baptised’ an enemy ship, they meant they had sunk it.


—Jesus makes this his own.  ‘Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.’ (John 3:5� XE "John 3\:5" �).  From the very earliest times, Baptism has been the way in which people are received into the Church of God.  To be baptised means to participate in Jesus’ own death, to die in order to be re-born.  Jesus himself tells the disciples:


Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have commanded you, and lo I am with you always, to the close of the age.’ (Matthew 28:19–20� XE "Matthew 28\:19–20" �).


—And for nearly 2,000 years we have been doing exactly that. An enthusiast of population control was addressing a meeting, and told them: “Do you realise, there is a woman in China having a baby every five minutes? What can be done about this terrible situation?”  Someone in the audience put up a hand immediately.  The speaker was most impressed, “Yes, what do you suggest?”.  “I suggest that we find that woman – and stop her.”


—There are now about 2,000M professed Christians world-wide, and this number is growing at a rate of more than one per second�.  All over the world, millions of baptisms are taking place every year, as more and more people are brought into the kingdom of God.  And in most traditions, people have an opportunity to re-affirm their Baptismal vows at Confirmation� XE "Confirmation" �, and to step further forward into a deeper commitment of love.


4.4.2 Eucharist


Equally fundamental to life is food and drink.  We have to eat and drink to live, and eating and drinking with people is a great way to get to know them.  In the Jewish religion, one meal in particular had enormous significance: the Passover� XE "Passover" � Meal where once a year each family would gather together.  The oldest and youngest men present would have special roles: at the beginning of the meal the oldest would take unleavened bread and the youngest would ask why? The eldest would explain that this was the unleavened bread that they ate in the land of Egypt when they were delivered by God (Exodus 12� XE "Exodus 12" �).  At the end of the meal, the eldest would take a cup, the youngest would ask why, and he would be told that this is the blood that was shed when the firstborn of Egypt� XE "Egypt" � were slain, which finally caused Pharaoh� XE "Pharaoh" � to let the people of Israel go.


—On the night he was betrayed, Jesus celebrated a Passover� XE "Passover" � Meal� and changed it for ever.  When he took the bread he gave thanks to God, and gave it to them and said: “This is my body, which is given up for you.  Do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19� XE "Luke 22\:19" �).  And when after supper he took the Cup, he said: “Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:27–28� XE "Matthew 26\:27–28" �).  He told his disciples to do this in remembrance of him.  From that day to this, the Eucharist� XE "Eucharist" � (a word which means Thanksgiving) has been central to Christian worship, building us and strengthening us in the power of the Holy Spirit.


—There is a great deal more to be said – we say a bit more in Talks 9 and 10.


5. Unity in the family


The Spirit of God is a spirit of unity� XE "unity" �.  For humans this is always very difficult.  We keep wanting to see ourselves as better than other people.  Jesus repeatedly spoke against spiritual pride, the deadliest of all the deadly sins.  It was not just the Pharisees who were the problem:


An argument arose among [the disciples] as to which of them was the greatest.  But when Jesus perceived the thought of their hearts, he took a child and put him by his side, and said to them, “whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me; for he who is least among you all is the one who is great” (Luke 9:46� XE "Luke 9\:46" �).


In John 17 Jesus prays for the disciples and for unity in his Church:


I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them, so that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and thou in me, so that they may become perfectly one. (John 17:20-23a� XE "John 17\:20-23a" �).


—St Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians, has to rebuke them for having factions (1 Corinthians 1:11-13� XE "1 Corinthians 1\:11-13" �).  He implores the Ephesian Christians to be:


eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all  (Ephesians 4:4–6� XE "Ephesians 4\:4–6" �).


Tremendous strides have been made towards unity amongst Christians over the last 40 years.  


<<Personal example should be substituted>>


My mother-in-law had to ‘convert’ from Anglicanism to Catholicism when she got married – Christine and I were married in a college chapel in a service jointly conducted by her parish priest and my vicar, and our son was baptised jointly by an Anglican and a Catholic priest.  


—Members in good standing with any Trinitarian church� XE "Trinitarian church, any members welcome to CofE" � are welcome to communion in the Church of England, and although officially the Roman Catholic Church does not allow inter-communion in practice it occurs frequently.  I understand that the Pope expressly approves of the non-Roman Catholic brothers at Taizé� XE "Taizé" � taking communion from their Roman Catholic priests, and I know of instances where Anglicans and Lutherans� XE "Lutherans" � have celebrated Mass in Roman Catholic churches by the express invitation of the responsible Priests�.  There is still a long way to go at the institutional level, but at the personal level, we must do everything to build and maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.


6—Gifts for all the Children


We have discussed the fruits of the Spirit, what are the other gifts that the Spirit may give?  There are many different gifts.  St Paul, undoubtedly inspired by the Spirit, laid down very clearly the basic principles which we have to apply:


To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To one there is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues [he could have added many more, and does on other occasions�]  All these are inspired by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills (1 Corinthians 12:7–11� XE "1 Corinthians 12\:7–11" �).


—St James reminds us that “Every good endowment and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father” (James 1:17� XE "James 1\:17" �, the word is anothen, from above, which is translated as ‘anew’ in John 3� XE "John 3" �).  We must take the gifts God offers us and use them, not burying the talents� XE "talents" � in the ground (Matthew 25:25-28� XE "Matthew 25\:25-28" �).  In so many situations we know that we have nothing, that our own strength, our own wisdom, our own power, it totally and utterly inadequate.  But God gives us the gifts we need to do the work he wants us to do.  (Matthew 7:11� XE "Matthew 7\:11" �, Luke 11:13� XE "Luke 11\:13" �).  As St Paul says:


Now we have received … the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed upon us by God.  And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:12-13a� XE "1 Corinthians 2\:12-13a" �).


7—The growing family


The family of the Church grows and grows, in many different ways, but always inspired by the one Spirit.


—When Jesus met a woman of Samaria� XE "Samaria, woman of" � by a well, he first asked her for water, but soon made it clear to her that she should be asking him for living water, that will become a spring of water welling up for eternal life.  He told her that God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in truth, and when she asked, he told her that he was the Messiah.  She was sceptical at first,  but as she became increasingly convinced she brought her friends and neighbours to find out for themselves.  They saw for themselves, and believed. (John 4:7-42� XE "John 4\:7-42" �).


—This is the Holy Spirit at work, bringing people into the life of the Trinity.  The Samaritan woman was a highly unlikely evangelist, and certainly not a religious leader!  The disciples were generally not ‘educated’ – indeed in Acts Peter and John are described as ‘uneducated, common men’ (Acts 4:13� XE "Acts 4\:13" � – and the word for ‘uneducated’ can mean ‘illiterate’!).  Jesus welcomed as friends and disciples people from all backgrounds, the learned (like Nicodemus� XE "Nicodemus" �) and the un-learned. But their learning was not the important thing. Peter� XE "Peter" � was able to say the right thing in his defence because he was ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 4:8� XE "Acts 4\:8" �).  As Jesus had promised:


'You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth' (Acts 1:8� XE "Acts 1\:8" �).


8. Thirsting for the Water of Life


The Spirit of God is living and active throughout the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  There are about 600 references to the Spirit of God.  Involved at the beginning of creation (Genesis 1:2� XE "Genesis 1\:2" �) the last reference is in the ecstatic vision of  Revelation:


The Spirit and the bride [the Church] say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life   (Revelation 22:17� XE "Revelation 22\:17" �). 


“Be filled with the Spirit” says St Paul (Ephesians 5:18� XE "Ephesians 5\:18" � – interestingly this is what Ananias said to Paul at the beginning of Paul’s Christian ministry Acts 9:17� XE "(Acts 9\:17" �).  All Christians have the Spirit of God living within them, but at times this is more strongly apparent than others.  St Peter� XE "Peter" � is described as being filled with the Holy Spirit on three separate occasions in Acts alone (Acts 2:4� XE "Acts 2\:4" �, Acts 4:8� XE "Acts 4\:8" �, Acts 4:31� XE "Acts 4\:31" �) – it is not a once-and-for-all event like baptism.  Let us all pray that over this weekend we will receive more fully the gifts that God wants to give us, be filled more deeply with the breath, the spirit, the ruach of God, and be caught up more profoundly in the life of the Trinity.
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� Of course in the Gospel the word is pneuma in Greek, which also means Wind or Spirit.  It is probable that Jesus and Nicodemus would have been talking in Aramaic (but possibly Hebrew  since this is a formal theological dialogue between Jesus and a member of the Sanhedrin). The Aramaic� XE "Aramaic" � word ((( also means wind and spirit.  It has the same consonants as ruach but I don’t know how it is pronounced.


� The Greek word anw(((� XE "anw((v" � (anothen) is only used 12 times in the Bible. In John 3:31� XE "John 3\:31" � James 1:17� XE "James 1\:17" �, 3:15 & 3:17 it means ‘from above’ ie from God, in Acts 26:5� XE "Acts 26\:5" � it means ‘from the first’ & in Luke 1:3� XE "Luke 1\:3" � it is translated as ‘for some time past’ by the RSV and ‘from the beginning’ by the NJB (which seems better) - in Matthew 25:51� XE "Matthew 25\:51" �, Mark 15:38� XE "Mark 15\:38" � and John 19:23� XE "John 19\:23" � it means ‘top’ as in ‘top to bottom’.


� see also Matthew 6:5-7� XE "Matthew 6\:5-7" �.


� There are two slight puzzles here.  Does ‘and with his brothers’ refer to James� XE "James" � and Jude� XE "Jude" � who are elsewhere described as ‘brothers’ of Jesus (Roman Catholic scholars hold that they were cousins, and that Mary� XE "Mary" � never had any more children - there is no evidence of this in the Bible but there is a strong tradition of Mary’s continued Virginity from an early date) or is it  his brethren in the sense of v15, ie people who were disciples but not apostles?  The latter seems more likely to me.  But also the Greek has ‘the crowd of names together was about 120’ and this could perhaps mean that there were 120 families, which would explain the puzzling contradiction with 1 Corinthians 15:6� XE "1 Corinthians 15\:6" � where Paul says Jesus ‘appeared to more than 500 brethren at one time’.  Since Luke was a close colleague of Paul he would clearly have been aware of this.  The alternative is to believe that 380 people who had seen the risen Christ still did not believe in him.  Although it is possible that there were many absentees from this first ‘council’ of about 120. Any suggestions?


� Some people may do talk 5 after their Weekend but most would not.


� We are deliberately giving a very light and minimalist account of the Sacraments� XE "Sacraments" � here, because there will be some people present who have never experienced them or for whom they have been barriers, and who do not yet believe in them.  Talk 9 gives a somewhat deeper account of the Sacraments, and then we would encourage people to go on a confirmation class.  This is not catechesis but evangelism, and we should avoid advanced or controversial material unless it is necessary now.  There is a lifetime to learn more.


� Some people contend that it is roughly 90%, but this is including water which is bound chemically into other substances.  Life depends on water� XE "water" � in some other amazing ways.  One of these is that, due to a subtle anomaly ultimately connected with the values of certain basic physical constants, Ice is lighter than cold water and thus floats.  This allows aquatic life to survive even if the water freezes.  If these physical constants had been slightly different, then we could never have evolved.  Scientists are increasingly understanding the amazing accuracy with which the fundamental constants have to be chosen to make life possible.  The interpretation of this principle (the Anthropic Principle� XE "Anthropic Principle" �) is a matter of controversy - the facts are not.


� Which of course can be traced back before him, but this is not the point.


� The sources for this are a notice at St Barnabas’ and a talk at Holy Trinity Brompton.  More solid references would be useful.


� St John adds interesting detail that it was the day before the Passover. (John 13:1� XE "John 13\:1" �, 19:4� XE "John 19\:4" �)


�	The (Swedish Lutheran) Bishop of Skara� XE "Bishop of Skara" � informed me that, when he led a clergy holiday to Minorca, his clergy were enthusiastically invited by the Parish priest to con-celebrate with him, and although  the Bishop felt obliged to decline out of courtesy to his Roman episcopal colleague (who had greeted him warmly on arrival) he did not forbid his clergy from doing so.  A reporter from the Swedish Church Times photographed this which led for calls for the Vatican to discipline the Priest involved, but his Bishop refused to do so.  I also know of one incident where, by invitation of a Canon of St Peter’s, an Anglican Priest has celebrated Mass in a side-chapel at St Peter’s Cathedral� XE "St Peter’s Cathedral" � in the Vatican� XE "Vatican" �.


�	For example Apostles, teachers, helpers, administrators (1 Corinthians 12:28–30� XE "1 Corinthians 12\:28–30" �), evangelists and pastors (Ephesians 4� XE "Ephesians 4" �), serving, encouraging, giving, leadership, showing  mercy (Romans 12:7� XE "Romans 12\:7" �).  St Peter also mentions hospitality and speaking (1 Peter 4� XE "1 Peter 4" �).








