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<<You need a £20 Note (or some other piece of paper money) as a ‘prop’>>


1—The Church Isn’t..


The broad-backed hippopotamus�Rests on his belly in the mud�Although he seems so firm to us�It is merely flesh and blood


Flesh and blood is weak and frail�Susceptible to nervous shock�While the True Church can never fail�For it is based upon a rock


The Hippo’s feeble steps may err�In compassing material ends�While the True Church need never stir�To gather in its dividends…


I saw the ’potamus take wing�Ascending from the damp savannahs�And quiring angels round him sing�The praise of God, in loud hosannahs …


He shall be washed as white as snow�By all the martyr’d virgins kist�While the True Church remains below�Wrapt in the old miasmal mist. (TS Eliot� XE "Eliot, TS" �, The Hippopotamus� XE "Hippopotamus" ��)


What is the Church?  A building – usually in a rather dilapidated condition and in continual need of ‘fund-raising’?  An organisation, with endless bureaucracy, committees, politics?  A place to look into for four weddings and a funeral?  Or a members club – a place where obscure rituals go on for the benefit of a few die-hards and the rest of the congregation jogs along as best as possible?  A spokesman – sorry spokes-person – for a controversial new-age community was recently quoted as saying: “We are not a sect or a cult, just a collection of loosely-held beliefs”  Many would say: “how like the Church of England!”


But how does the Bible see the Church?


2.—But what is the Church.


There are 109 references to the Church in the New Testament.  The first is in Matthew 16:18� XE "Matthew 16\:18" �.  Jesus asks his disciples: “…who do you say that I am?”


Simon Peter replied, “you are the Christ, the Son of the living God”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood have not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”


The church isn’t a physical building, it is the gathering of the people who recognise Jesus as “the Son of the Living God”.  St Peter writes, to the Church:


But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. (1 Peter 9� XE "1 Peter 9" �, see also Revelation 1:6� XE "Revelation 1\:6" �, 5:10, 20:6)


3—God’s own People


3.1—Universal


‘God’s own people’.  All those whom God has gathered, who believe in his Son, to whom, as St John says, he has given the power to become children of God (John 1:12� XE "John 1\:12" �).  First and foremost the Greek word, ekklesia means an assembly, the people who are called out and gathered together. God acts through choosing individual people, and He acts through choosing a whole people.  The vocation of the People of Israel was to be in a special relationship to God: a Holy people, set aside by God and for God.  The people of Israel were defined by physical birth.  The Church, the new People of God, is also a holy people, but it is universal – this is what the word ‘catholic’ means.  A community of ‘every nation and tribe and language and people’ (Revelation 14:6� XE "Revelation 14\:6" �).  It is by far the largest and most significant gathering of people in the world today.  According to the latest estimates there are over 2,000M professing Christians alive today�, and the Church is growing most rapidly in parts of the world which are themselves growing rapidly. 


—People join the Church through baptism, which is the sacrament� XE "sacrament" � (outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace) of the new birth into membership of the Church.  It is not a matter of having a membership card or paying a subscription or who your parents were.  Jesus himself gave us this command:


Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  And look, I am with you always, even to the end of time. (Matthew 28:19-28� XE "Matthew 28\:19-28" �)


Throughout the centuries this command has been obeyed.  As we speak, hundreds of baptisms are taking place.  


3.2—Local


But just as a body has many organs, the universal Church is also gathered into local congregations: generally parish churches.  Originally there would have been one Church in each ‘city’ so that when St Paul writes to the Corinthians or the Romans he seems to assume that the entire community is gathered in one place.  But of course as the Church grew, for practical reasons there would be many meeting-places.  Now there are thousands in each country and millions throughout the world.  Yet in principle the Christian is welcomed into any local church wherever he or she happens to be, for, as was testified in the earliest days, “one church is recognised as being spread over all the world”�. 


—Regrettably there are well-known divisions between various groups of churches (‘denominations� XE "denominations" �’) and although the Church of England officially welcomes to full participation in our services any member of a Christian church� others officially do not.  But these divisions are crumbling at a staggering rate, and in practice all the mainstream Christian churches allow other Christians to join fully in their worship�.


3.3—Groupings


Local churches tend to associate into groupings, and in most Churches these groupings are under the authority of a Bishop� XE "Bishops" �, and these Bishops then group together in various ways.  We’ll talk a bit more about Bishops later.  But the key point is that it’s not the Bishops that are the Church, it is the whole people of God.  It is quite wrong to speak of someone ‘going into the Church’ when they become ordained – you ‘go into the Church’ when you are Baptised.


—Equally, many Churches have smaller Groupings, Bible Groups� XE "Bible Groups" � or House Groups� XE "House Groups" � or whatever.  These can be very useful in helping people to grow in prayer, holiness, knowledge and love.  But they should never become rigid, exclusive or divisive.  Everything must work together for the common good  (1 Corinthians 1:10-13� XE "1 Corinthians 1\:10-13" �, 12:17� XE "1 Corinthians 12\:17" � etc.)


3.4—The Family of God


In Jesus we have the immense privilege of calling God Abba� XE "Abba" � – dearest father.  So as Christians we are quite literally brothers and sisters in Christ.  Brothers and sisters sometimes quarrel, but must never forget their essential unity.  Jesus keeps emphasising this.  For a Jew in his day, going up to the Temple was a special event.  Sacrifices could only be made in the Temple and this was three or four days journey from Galilee. So the opportunity to bring your gift to the altar was a major event, that would occur once or twice a year.   You make this 3 day journey and there you are in Jerusalem� XE "Jerusalem" � and the great moment is come and you are next in line to see the priest and Jesus says 


If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift!’ (Matthew 5:23-24� XE "Matthew 5\:23-24" �).


This is an essential witness to Christ: the great commandment that we Love God and love our neighbour as ourselves. 


By this my father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you – remain in my love … this is my commandment, that you love one another (John 15:8-12� XE "John 15\:8-12" �)


And indeed from the earliest times a major part of Christian witness is the love and acceptance that Christians show.  ‘See how these Christians love one another’ was the reaction of many converts.  Still today, for all our many imperfections, people are brought into the Church and held there by the love that they find. (see eg 1 John 4:20-5:1� XE "1 John 4\:20-5\:1" �)


4—A Royal Priesthood


4.1—Priests


In many religions, Priests are intermediaries between ordinary worshippers and God.   This was certainly true of Judaism in Jesus’ day.  Only a Priest (in Hebrew Cohen� XE "Cohen" �, in Greek Heiros� XE "Heiros" � from which we get the English word hierarchy) could enter the inner court of the Temple� XE "Temple" �.  Only the High Priest� XE "High Priest" � could enter the Holy of Holies� XE "Holy of Holies" �.  Only the Priests could make sacrifices.  And Priesthood was hereditary (Leviticus 1:5� XE "Leviticus 1\:5" � etc.).  If you were not born a Priest, you could not become one.


—But in Jesus, this whole aspect of the Law was fulfilled.  There is only one High Priest in the Christian Church, and that is Jesus himself (Hebrews 4:14-5:10� XE "Hebrews 4\:14-5\:10" �) – not a priest because he was a descendant of Aaron� XE "Aaron" �, but a priest appointed by God.  A priest for ever, a priest like Melchizedek� XE "Melchizedek" � – the mysterious King-Priest who brought out  bread and wine and blessed Abraham (Genesis 14:18-20� XE "Genesis 14\:18-20" �, Psalm 110:4� XE "Psalm 110\:4" � etc..).  And Jesus, on the cross, was the Lamb of God� XE "Lamb of God" �, the full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice reconciling God and man (Hebrews 10:12� XE "Hebrews 10\:12" �).  There is no other sacrifice reconciling humanity and God – there can be no other sacrifice�.


—Jesus, the High Priest, has passed into the heavens, so who are the Priests on earth?  Who are called to proclaim God’s love and forgiveness.  Who have direct access to the Father?  We do, the Church, the whole Church.  St Peter, writing to the Church as a whole, says: “You are a royal priesthood” – a kingdom of priests.  Direct access to the Father is available to every Christian through Jesus�. 


4.2—Priests in the Modern Sense


But wait a minute!  Very many Christian churches have people called Priests and many Christian churches use the language of sacrifice in the Eucharist: ‘may the Lord accept this sacrifice at your hands, for our good and for the good of all his church’   What is going on?


—The early Christians had people called ‘elders� XE "elders" �’ or presbyters� XE "presbyters" � who were the leaders of the local churches, under the authority of an apostle or some other ‘overseer’ or episcopos� XE "episcopos" �.  And presbyter became prester became preost became priest.  There was no need in English to refer to specific people as priests in the old cohen/heireus sense, because there weren’t any in England.


—So a priest, in the modern sense (presbuteros), is an ordained church leader who is authorised to celebrate the Eucharist� XE "Eucharist" � and do a number of other things in the name of the Church.   As the Anglicans put it:


It is evident to all diligently reading holy Scripture and ancient Authors, that from the Apostles’ time there have been these Orders of Ministers in Christ’s Church: Bishops� XE "Bishops" �, Priests and Deacons� XE "Deacons" �.  These offices were always had in such reverend estimation that no one might presume to execute any of them, except he were first called, tried, examined and known to have such qualities as are requisite for the same; and also by public prayer, with Imposition of Hands, were approved and admitted thereunto by lawful authority.�


—Many Priests are appointed to be Pastors in charge of a congregation of Christians, following the command of Jesus to Peter in John 21:15–19� XE "John 21\:15–19" �: ‘Feed my lambs ... tend my sheep ... feed my sheep.’  In the Church of England such people are called Vicars� XE "Vicars" �, Rectors or Priests-in-Charge.  In some situations, the Pastor of a congregation is not a priest, for example an Abbot or Abbess does not have to be a priest (St Benedict� XE "Benedict, St." � was not, nor was St Francis� XE "Francis" �, and in the Roman Catholic Church no Abbess� XE "Abbess" � is a priest).


4.3—Whose Sacrifice in the Eucharist?


So although there are no separate Priests in the old sense, there are priests in the modern sense.  What about the sacrifice of the Eucharist?  The sacrifice in question is “the one sacrifice of Christ the Saviour�” on the cross, ‘Christ … offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins’ (Hebrews 10:12� XE "Hebrews 10\:12" �).  Jesus told the disciples: ‘take, eat, this is my body which is given for you, do this in remembrance of me’ (Matthew 26:26� XE "Matthew 26\:26" �, Luke 22:19� XE "Luke 22\:19" �, 1 Corinthians 11:24–25)� XE "1 Corinthians 11\:24–25)" � .. ‘drink of it all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins’ (Matthew 26:27–28� XE "Matthew 26\:27–28" �).  The Roman Catholic Catechism� XE ", Roman Catholic " � puts it well:


If Christians have celebrated the Eucharist from the beginning ... it is because we know ourselves to be bound by the command the Lord gave on the eve of his Passion: ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ ... We carry out the command of the Lord by celebrating the memorial of his sacrifice. (§1356 & 1357 Italics in the original).


The Anglican/Roman Catholic agreement on the Eucharist speaks of “our being drawn into the movement of [Jesus] self-offering as we celebrate the Eucharist and receive communion. 


4.4—A Digression on Bishops


This is not the right time to go into any depth on the structure of the Church, so the discussion on both priests and bishops is inevitably superficial.  Bishops� XE "Bishops" � are Priests (in the modern sense) who are appointed to have an oversee-ing role in the Church, usually in a particular area or diocese. Priests promise obedience to their Diocesan Bishop� and it requires a Bishop to ordain a Priest.  The Bishops are leaders, uniters and encouragers in their Diocese and highly visible spokesmen for the Church as a whole.  We are thrilled that three Bishops have helped us in preparing this Star Course.  Bishops are in a particularly strong sense successors of Peter and the Apostles, and in particular successors of Timothy, who was essentially appointed by St Paul as Bishop in Ephesus (1 Timothy� XE "1 Timothy" �).  Of course some Christian Churches don’t have Bishops as such, but in practice they tend to have people who fulfil this role, even if they don’t use the name�.


5—The Body of Christ


For as with the human body, which is a unity although it has many parts – all the parts of the body, though many, still making up one single body – so it is with Christ … Now you are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. (1 Corinthians 12:12,27� XE "1 Corinthians 12\:12,27" �).


—Sometimes people have an idea which is so original and so compelling that it becomes part of the language, and it is hard to see how startling it is.  I remember being astonished to learn a few years ago that there were two old ladies in America who had composed ‘Happy Birthday� XE "Happy Birthday" � to you’ and were still collecting royalties on it.


—St Paul had the amazing insight that, although Jesus was no longer physically present on earth, the Church was, in a very deep sense, the body of Christ in the world, and that each person in the Church was like a different part of the body – a finger, eye, foot or whatever.  Each is unique, each is different, each is indispensable in its own way (1 Corinthians 12� XE "1 Corinthians 12" �).  Jesus says that Christians will do greater works than the works Jesus did, because Jesus was leaving the world and going to the Father (John 14:12� XE "John 14\:12" �).  No-one has been a greater healer or teacher than Jesus – yet through his Church, Jesus has healed and taught thousands of millions – far more than he was ever able to see in his earthly life.  The term “member of a body” has become a cliché�, but St Paul means it literally.


—At the last supper Jesus had with his disciples before he was executed, Jesus took the bread and blessed it and said to them “take, eat, this is my body” (Matthew 26:26� XE "Matthew 26\:26" �).  St Paul’s great insight is that it is not just the Eucharist� XE "Eucharist" � which is the body of Christ – it is the disciples as well.  Each one of us, with our imperfections, our faults and our failures, as well as with our gifts and talents and opportunities for growth, is called to be a unique and valued part of this Body.  


—It is no accident that the Body of Christ in the Eucharist is intimately connected with the Body of Christ as the Church.  As some Eucharistic liturgies put it so beautifully, when calling people to communion: “receive the Body of Christ, become the Body of Christ”.


6—The People of the Eucharist


When the Holy Spirit came in power to the disciples at Pentecost, as a result of their preaching, the Church which was ‘about 120’ in number (Acts 1:15� XE "Acts 1\:15" �) grew by a factor of about 2,500%:


... there were added that day about three thousand souls.  And they devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayers. (Acts 2:41–42� XE "Acts 2\:41–42" �).


—From the very earliest times, the Eucharist has been the central act of Christian worship, faithfully following the command of Jesus himself, as we saw earlier.  This does not mean that all Christian worship must contain a Eucharist, but it does mean that all Christians should be members of a Eucharistic community.


The cup of blessing which we bless: is it not a participation in the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?  Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. (1 Corinthians 10:16–17� XE "1 Corinthians 10\:16–17" �). 


—It has been the experience of Christians through the centuries that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist under the forms of bread and wine.  Regrettably, a lot of confusion has arisen over this point, most of it wholly unnecessary.  People sometimes talk about the Eucharist as if it were a form of mumbo-jumbo: since the bread and wine remain bread and wine they “obviously cannot possibly be the body and blood of Christ”.  Actually, in the 1990s, we are far better placed to see how this can be so.  


—What is this? (produce £20 Note� XE "£20 Note" �)  Is it a piece of paper or is it £20?  Physically, it’s a piece of paper.  But actually, really, it’s not ‘a piece of paper’ but £20.  If my daughter were to say ‘can I have a piece of paper’ and took a £20 note I would rightly feel misled.  How do I know it is £20?  Because I understand and believe in the concept of paper money, because I believe this note to be genuine, and because there is a promise from someone I can trust: ‘I promise to pay the bearer on demand the sum of £20’.  Similarly, when Fr. NN celebrates the Eucharist I know it becomes the Body and Blood of Christ because I understand and believe in the concept of the Eucharist, because I believe this Eucharist to be genuine, and – crucially – because there is a promise from someone I can trust: Jesus himself says: ‘This is my body ... do this in remembrance of me.’ 


—As the 17th Century Anglicans again put it so well, a Sacrament� XE "Sacrament" � means “an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace” and the bread and the wine become “the body and blood of Christ, which are indeed taken and received by the faithful in the Lord’s supper.”  The benefits of this Holy Communion� XE "Holy Communion" � are “the strengthening and refreshing of our souls by the body and blood of Christ as our bodies are by the bread and wine.”�.


—In the words of the great priest, poet and pastor, George Herbert:


Not in rich furniture or fine array�	Nor in a wedge of gold,�	Thou, who from me wast sold�To me thou dost thyself convey�For so thou shouldst without me still have been,�Leaving within me sin:��But by the way of nourishment and strength�	Thou creep’st into my breast:�	Making thy way my rest�And thy small quantities my length:�Which spread their forces into every part,�Meeting sin’s force and art.��Yet can these not get over to my soul,�	Leaping the wall that parts�	our souls and fleshly hearts:�But as the outworks, they may control�My rebel flesh, and carrying thy name,�Afright both sin and shame.��Only thy grace, which with these elements comes,�	Knoweth the ready way�	And hath the privy key�Opening the soul’s most subtle rooms:�While those spirits refined, at door attend�Dispatches from their Friend.


7—The Bride of Christ


A gruff Canadian fisherman was travelling by sleeper to Toronto.  Due to a mix-up in the booking arrangements, he had to share a compartment with a lady.  She looked out through the curtains in the top bunk and said: “Excuse me?”


	“Yes”�“I seem to have left my nightie in my suitcase – I wonder if you could get up and fetch it for me?”�The fisherman thought for a moment:�“Are you married?”�“No”�“Well, would you like to pretend you are married – just for one night”�“Oh yes – I would like that very much”�“Well, you can go down and get it yourself”


The Church is the Body of Christ but she is also the Bride of Christ.  No human marriage is perfect and if we look down through the centuries we find that the relationship between God and his people has been full of misunderstandings and disappointments.  Whatever the problems and difficulties – and these have sometimes been very serious – the flame of God’s love and truth has never been extinguished, and  the Holy Spirit has always blown new breath and new life into the Church.  St Paul writing to the Christians at Ephesus, says:


Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he might present the church to himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, so that she might be holy and without blemish.  Even so husbands should love their wives as their own bodies…for no man ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes it and cherishes it, as Christ does his church, because we are members of his body. (Ephesians 5:25-30� XE "Ephesians 5\:25-30" �).


As Origen� XE "Origen" �, one of the earliest Christian teachers put it: 


Christ has flooded the universe with divine and sanctifying waves.  For the thirsty he sends a spring of living water from the wound which the spear opened in his side. … From the wound in Christ’s side has come forth the Church, and he has made her his bride. (Commentary on Psalm 77,31 – Commentary on Proverbs 31, 16)�


Jesus talks about the Kingdom of Heaven as a wedding feast – a great banquet of celebration.  And his first miracle was to transform a wedding feast where they had run out of wine into one where wine was overflowing – about 150 gallons (John 2:6� XE "John 2\:6" �).  Overflowing with love, overflowing with joy, overflowing with new life.  This is what the Church is about.  On earth we can never fully realise this,  on earth there will always be difficulties.  But even the difficulties can become part of the road of spiritual growth.  In earthly terms, no church is perfect, but any church where the gospel in proclaimed can be what St Benedict� XE "Benedict, St." � calls a ‘school for the Lord’s service.’  Following Jesus we follow the way of the Cross, but to the joy of the resurrection.  Jesus says to his disciples, and to the church for all time, and to us today:


In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. (John 16:33� XE "John 16\:33" �)





�
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�  See eg Selected Poems.  The inscription is: And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans� XE "Laodiceans" � (Colossians 4:16� XE "Collosians 4\:16" � AV see also Rev 3;14-22� XE "Rev 3\;14-22" �)


� This comes from a notice in St Barnabas’ Addison Road.  I would like a more up-to-date reference please.


�	Muratorian Canon� XE "Muratorian Canon" � (c. 190) quoted in A New Eusebius  SPCK p145. J Stevenson ed


�	ie one that believes in the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  See Talks 6-8.


� Pope John-Paul II� XE "Pope John-Paul II" � has clearly expressed his desire for unity in the encyclical Ut Unum sint  ‘That they may be one’ (John 17:21� XE "John 17\:21" �).  Relations between the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches have been considerably normalised after nearly 1000 years of formal excommunication.  JPII is also a strong supporter of the Taizé� XE "Taizé" � community (founded and led by Roger Schultz� XE "Schultz, Roger" �, a Swiss Protestant Pastor) but which has Roman Catholic brothers as well as Anglican, Lutheran, Calvinist and others expressly approved the fact that whole community shares in the (catholic) Eucharists.  Although officially the Roman Catholic Church does not officially recognise the validity of Anglican orders, Roman Catholic Bishops now address Anglican Bishops as ‘Bishop’ and in practice there are many instances of leading RC priests recognising Anglican priests as ‘fellow-priests’.  There is the closest possible collaboration between Evangelical Anglicans and other mainstream evangelical denominational leaders.  At a 1994 ‘London for Jesus’ rally in the Albert Hall, organised by several Evangelical church leaders (1 Anglican and 4 others) they happily read a message of greetings and support from Cardinal Hume, who had sent representatives to the meeting.  I recall reflecting that, this could not have happened only 10 or so years ago: firstly because they would never have been sent such a message, and secondly because if they had, they would have burnt it!


� The Hymn ‘Alleluia, sing to Jesus’ puts it very well.  The veil of the Temple was the dividing line which only the High Priest could cross.  The hymn to Jesus concludes:


	Thou within the veil hast entered�Robed in flesh, our great High Priest;�Thou on earth both Priest and Victim�In the Eucharistic Feast.


� This reminds me of the wonderful image (which I think is due to Br Steven CSWG) of Christians as trees in a rainforest, called to transform the atmosphere through loving communion with God and our fellow human beings.


� (Book of Common Prayer� XE "Book of Common Prayer" �, Preface to the Ordinal. Capitalisation, spelling and words in italics modernised)The Apostles� XE "Apostles" � were the first ‘Bishops’� XE "Bishops" � but others were appointed, eg Timothy� XE "Timothy" � and Titus� XE "Titus" �. The explicit references  to Bishops are Philippians 1:1� XE "Philippians 1\:1" �, 1 Timothy 3:1-2� XE "1 Timothy 3\:1-2" �, Titus 1:7� XE "Titus 1\:7" �.  The references to presbeuteroi� XE "presbeuteroi" � (translated as Elders� XE "Elders" �) in the sense of Christian Priests� XE "Priests" � are Acts 11:30� XE "Acts 11\:30" �, 14:23� XE "Acts 14\:23" �, 15:2� XE "Acts 15\:2-23" �, 4, 6, 22, 23, 16:4� XE "Acts 16\:4" �, 20:17� XE "Acts 20\:17" �, 21:18� XE "Acts 21\:18" �, 1 Timothy 5:17-19� XE "1 Timothy 5\:17-19" �, Titus 1:5� XE "Titus 1\:5" �, James 5:14� XE "James 5\:14" �, 1 Peter 5:1� XE "1 Peter 5\:1" �, 2 John 1:1� XE "2 John 1\:1" �, 3 John 1:1� XE "3 John 1\:1" � (and in a way in Revelation, 4:4-10� XE "Revelation 4\:4-10" �, 5:5-14, 7:11-13, 11:16, 14:3, 19:4).  The references to Deacons are Acts 6:2-6� XE "Acts 6\:2-6" � (the word Deacon is not used in the RSV, but it means ‘one who serves’ and it is implicit in the Greek) Philippians 1:1� XE "Philippians 1\:1" �, 1 Timothy 3:8� XE "1 Timothy 3\:8" � and 3:12� XE "1 Timothy 3\:12" � .


� Catechism of the Catholic Church 1994 §1330.


� Although in the Church of England Vicars and Rectors have certain entrenched legal rights.


� John Wimber� XE "Wimber, John" � - the main leader of the Vineyard churches, springs to mind.


� Hence we follow the NJB in v12 to avoid the word ‘member’.  Interestingly the word melo( (melos) which means limb, member, organ, part and portion also means melody and tune.


� Book of Common Prayer, Catechism. Slightly adapted by (arch)Bishop David Hope.


� This is quoted in the remarkable book The Roots of Christian Mysticism by Olivier Clément� XE "Clément, Olivier" � New City 1993.  Clément is a leading Orthodox theologian living in Paris.  Origen� XE "Origen" � (185-274) was arguably the most powerful mind of early Christianity.  As Clément notes: “His work inspired Christian spirituality and exegesis both in the East and in the West,  but his philosophical hypotheses, which were organised into a system by his disciples who abused his name, demanded of the Church a painful process of discerning of spirits.”








