Appendix -  Digression on the Devil


When the unclean spirit has gone out of a man, he passes through waterless places seeking rest, but he finds none.  Then he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’  And when he comes he finds it empty, swept and put in order.  Then he goes and brings with him seven other spirits more evil than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.  So shall it be also with this evil generation. (Matthew 12:43-45� XE "Matthew 12\:43-45" �).


It is not enough to be ‘delivered from evil’ because unless God fills the vacuum and becomes the centre of our lives, we are left open to even greater temptations than before.


A1 Existence


Jesus and all the New Testament writers clearly believed in the existence of the Devil and Demons.  For reasons which seem to me wholly irrational, this idea is made to seem ridiculous today.  Believe in God if you must, but the Devil - ha ha!  ‘Nobody nowadays believes in the existence of the Devil’ one clergyman was reliably reported to me as saying.  Of course this is completely untrue: the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Churches, all Protestant and Pentecostalist churches, and even the Church of England, affirm the existence of the Devil�.  We no more believe in a horned devil trudging through Danté� XE "Danté" �'s inferno than in God as a white bearded old man sitting on a cloud. We are not dealing with an alien from outer space but with a real personal force of evil who is active in the world today.  Of course there is no sense in which the Devil is a being on an equal footing with God. The Devil is ‘sub-personal’ because although he may be very ‘powerful’ he lacks the essential element of personality, a will which can be offered in love to God. The Devil is incapable of truly loving and being loved (John 8:44� XE "John 8\:44" �, Matthew 25:41� XE "Matthew 25\:41" �).  But he is capable of encouraging a great deal of harm.





Christians down the ages have almost invariably believed in the existence of the devil. And reason, uncluttered by modern prejudices, also tends towards the existence of the devil. A theology which ignores the existence of the devil has a great deal to explain. Evil regimes, institutional torture and violence, mass murders, brutal rapes, large scale drug trafficking, terrorist atrocities, sexual and physical abuse of children, occult activity and satanic rituals. Who is behind all this? Is it just the individuals involved? Can the worldly success of Hitler� XE "Hitler" � or Stalin� XE "Stalin" � be explained solely in terms of their personal qualities?  As the Times wrote in its lead editorial on the 50th Anniversary of VE Day: “bereft of the category of the demonic ... modern man does not know how to make a judgement about Hitler and Nazism... The evil of Auschwitz and Belsen and the ideology which justified it ... are of a scale and an enormity that calls into question our low-key domestication of good and evil, and our denial of the demonic.”�


Someone said after they had become a Christian, ‘It was as if the light had suddenly been turned on and I could see things for the first time.’


So Scripture, tradition and reason all point to the existence of the devil. This does not mean that we should become obsessed by him. As CS Lewis� XE "Lewis, CS" � points out, 'There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.’�


While some are totally sceptical, others fall into the opposite danger of having an excessive and unhealthy interest in the Devil. There is a whole new interest in spiritualism, palm-reading, ouija boards, 'channelling' (consulting the dead), astrology, horoscopes, witchcraft and occult powers. Involvement in these things is expressly forbidden in Scripture (Deuteronomy 18:10� XE "Deuteronomy 18\:10" �; Leviticus 19:20ff� XE "Leviticus 19\:20ff" �; Galatians 5:19ff� XE "Galatians 5\:19ff" �; Revelation 21:8� XE "Revelation 21\:8" �; 22:15). If we have meddled in any of these things, we can be forgiven. We need to repent and destroy anything associated with that activity such as books, charms, videos and magazines (Acts 19:19� XE "Acts 19\:19" �).


Christians must not be preoccupied with the Devil. Our focus must be on God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Debates over the precise nature of Satan are fruitless.  It does not matter very much if people think of a ‘sub-personal force for evil’ provided we do not underestimate (or over-estimate) Satan’s attacks.  But Jesus uses personal language and that is good enough for me.


A2 What are the devil's tactics?


The ultimate aim of Satan is to destroy every human being (John 10:10� XE "John 10\:10" �). He wants us to follow a path that leads to destruction. To that end, he tries to prevent anyone coming to faith in Jesus Christ. St Paul tells us: ‘The god of this age (the devil) has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4� XE "2 Corinthians 4\:4" �).  So long as we are going along Satan's path and our eyes are blinded, we will probably be almost totally unaware of his tactics. Once we start walking along the path that leads to life and our eyes are opened to the truth, we become aware that we are under attack.


There are two clear examples in Scripture of how the Devil tempts people.  In Genesis 3� XE "Genesis 3" � we see how he attacked Adam and Eve� XE "Adam and Eve" ��, and in Matthew 4 we see how he attacked Jesus. The initial line of attack is often in the area of doubt. We see this in the opening chapters of Genesis where the enemy  says to Eve, ‘Did God really say...?’ His opening move is to raise a doubt in her mind.  We see the same tactic in the temptation of Jesus.  The devil comes to him and says, ‘If you are the Son of God...’ (Matthew 4:3� XE "Matthew 4\:3" �). First, he raises doubts, then come the temptations. His tactics have changed. He still raises doubts in our mind: 'Did God really say that such and such a course of action wrong?' or, 'If you are a Christian....' He tries to undermine our confidence in what God has said and in our relationship with him.


Satan is a deceiver, a destroyer, a tempter and one who raises doubts. He is also an accuser. The Hebrew word Satan means 'accuser' or 'slanderer'. He accuses God before people. God gets the blame for everything. God, he says, is not to be trusted. Secondly, he accuses Christians before God (Revelation 12:10� XE "Revelation 12\:10" �). He denies the power of the death of Jesus. He condemns us and makes us feel guilty - not for any particular sin, but with a general and vague feeling of guilt. In contrast, when the Holy Spirit draws attention to a sin, he identifies it so that we can turn from it.


Temptation is not the same thing as sin. When we are offered an evil thought we have a choice whether to accept it or reject it. If we accept it, we are on the way to sin. If we reject it, we do what Jesus did. He was 'tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin' (Hebrews 4:15� XE "Hebrews 4\:15" �). When Satan offered him evil thoughts, he rejected them. But often before we have the chance to decide one way or the other, Satan accuses us. Within a split second he says, 'Look at yourself.  Call yourself a Christian? What was that you were about? You can't be a Christian. What a terrible thing to think!' He wants us to agree and say, 'Oh. No! I can't be a Christian,' or, 'Oh no! I've blown it now, it doesn't matter if I blow it a bit more!' We are on the way down, and this is his aim. The tactics are those of condemnation and accusation. If he can provoke guilt in us he knows the thought is: 'It doesn't really make any difference now if I do it or not. I have already failed.' So we do it and temptation becomes sin.


He wants failure to become a pattern in our lives. He knows that the more we fall into sin, the more sin will start to control our lives. The first injection of heroin may not be enough to get a grip, but if you inject it day after day, month after month, year after year, it gets a grip and you become an addict. It has taken hold of you. If we fall into a pattern of doing things which we know to be wrong, these things grip our lives. We become addicted and we are on the path that Satan desires - the one that leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13� XE "Matthew 7\:13" �). 


A3 What is our position?


But we must never despair. Because Jesus can overcome anything.  On the cross, Jesus took on him all the evil, sin and despair that there ever was or there ever will be and overcame them with love. As Christians, God has rescued us from 'the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves' (Colossians 1:13� XE "Colossians 1\:13" �). Before we were Christians, St. Paul says, we were in the dominion of darkness. Satan rules us and we were subject to sin, slavery, death and destruction. That is what the dominion of darkness is like.  Now, St. Paul says, we have been transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light. The moment we come to Christ we are transferred from darkness to light, and in the kingdom of light, Jesus is King. There is forgiveness, freedom, life and salvation. Once we have been transferred, we belong to someone else: to Jesus Christ and his kingdom.





In 1995 Andy Coles was transferred to Manchester United from Newcastle United in a £7 million deal. Imagine that Andy Coles� XE "Andy Coles" �, while playing for Manchester United, one day gets a phone-call from Kevin Keegan, his previous manager at Newcastle United, saying, 'Why weren't you at the practice this morning?' He would reply, 'I don't work for you any more. I have been transferred. I am working for another club' (or at least that is the gist of what he would say!).


In a far more wonderful way, we have been transferred from the kingdom of darkness where Satan is in charge, to the kingdom of God where Jesus is in charge. When Satan asks us to do his work our reply is, “I don't work for you any more.”


Satan is a conquered foe (Luke 10:17-20� XE "Luke 10\:17-20" �). On the cross Jesus 'disarmed the powers and authorities' and 'made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross' (Colossians 2:15� XE "Colossians 2\:15" �). Satan and all his minions were defeated at the cross. Jesus has freed us from guilt, so we don't need to be condemned. He has set us free from addictions. Jesus broke the power of these things and set us free. He freed us from the fear of death when he defeated death. With it he set us free, potentially, from every fear. All such things - vague guilt, addiction and irrational fear - belong to the kingdom of darkness. Jesus has transferred us to a new kingdom.


A4. How do we defend ourselves?


Since the war is not over and Satan is not yet destroyed we need to make sure that our defences are in order. 


The first and most important item in our defence is prayer� XE "prayer" �.  Most of us are called to be active, but all are called to pray (see eg Mark 9:29� XE "Mark 9\:29" �, Luke 6:12� XE "Luke 6\:12" �, Acts 1:14� XE "Acts 1\:14" �, 12:5� XE "Acts 12\:5" �). While Martha� XE "Martha" � was ‘cumbered about with much serving’ and her sister Mary� XE "Mary, sister of Martha" � was listening to Jesus, he described Mary as having chosen the better part (Luke 10:38-42� XE "Luke 10\:38-42" �).  We must combine activity and prayer in the right balance.  How? Let’s turn to Ephesians, Chapter 6:11.  St Paul tells us to ‘put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes’ (Ephesians 6:11� XE "Ephesians 6\:11" �). He then mentions six pieces of equipment which we need. He is thinking of a Roman soldier.  Roman soldiers fought in disciplined teams.  We are not alone.


First, we need to have ‘girded our loins with truth’ (RSV) ie to have truth as a belt about our waist (NJB). The point about Christianity is that it is true. We need to have a clear foundation of true Christian doctrine. We can do this by reading the Bible, listening to sermons and talks, reading Christian books and so forth. This will enable us to distinguish what is true and what are Satan's lies, for Satan is 'a liar and the father of lies' (John 8:44� XE "John 8\:44" �).


Next, we need the breastplate of righteousness. This is the righteousness that comes from God through what Jesus has done for us on the cross. It enables us to love God and to live a righteous life.  St James says, 'Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you' (James 4:7-8� XE "James 4\:7-8" �). We all fall from time to time. When we do we need to get up quickly. We do this by telling God how sorry we are for what we have done, being as specific as possible (1 John 1:9� XE "1 John 1\:9" �). He then promises to restore his friendship with us.


Then, we also need the boots of the gospel of peace. I understand this to mean a readiness to speak about the gospel of Jesus Christ.  If we are constantly seeking opportunities to pass on the Good News, we have an effective defence against the enemy. Once we declare our faith to our families and at work, we strengthen our defence. It is hard, because we know that we are being watched to see if we live up to our faith. But it is a great incentive to do so.


The fourth piece of armour is the shield of faith.  With this, we 'can extinguish all the flaming arrows the evil one'.  Fifthly, St Paul tells us to take the helmet of salvation. There are three tenses of salvation. We have been saved from the penalty of sin. We are being saved from the power of sin. We shall be saved from the presence of sin. We need to grasp these great truths in our mind; to know them so that we can answer the enemy's doubts and accusations.


Finally, we are to take 'the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God'.  Jesus used the Scriptures when Satan attacked. Each time Jesus replied with the word of God and in the end Satan had to leave. It is well worthwhile to learn verses from the Bible which we can use to see off the enemy and remind ourselves of the promises of God.


A5. How do we attack?


Satan was defeated on the cross, and we are now involved in the mopping-up operations before the return of Jesus. (2,000 years is of course a very short time in the evolution� XE "evolution" � of the human race.)  As Christians, we need not be afraid of Satan; he has a great deal to fear from the activity of Christians.  We are called to pray.  We are involved in spiritual warfare.  Prayer was a very high priority for Jesus, and it should be for us.


Every time we pray, every time we receive the sacraments, another blow is struck in this vital conflict.


<<A short piece of personal testimony here would be helpful>>


We are also called to action. Again, in the life of Jesus, prayer and action go hand in hand. Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God, healed the sick and cast out demons. He commissioned his disciples to do the same.


It is important to stress the greatness of God and the relative powerlessness of the enemy. God is the creator of the universe. Satan is a part of his creation - a fallen part. He is a small part. Further, he is a defeated enemy and is about to be utterly wiped out when Jesus returns (Revelation 12:12� XE "Revelation 12\:12" �).


In CS Lewis� XE "Lewis, CS" �' book The Great Divorce, he imagines that he has arrived in heaven and is being shown round by George Macdonald. Macdonald� XE "Macdonald, George" � goes down on hands and knees, takes a blade of grass and finds a tiny crack in the soil. In a crack like this is concealed the whole of hell:


‘And yet all loneliness, angers, hatreds, envies and itchings that it contains, if rolled into one single experience and put into the scale against the least moment of the joy that is felt by the least in Heaven, would have no weight that could be registered at all. Bad cannot succeed even in being bad as truly as good is good. If all Hell's miseries together entered the consciousness of yon wee yellow bird on the bough there, they would be swallowed up without trace, as if one drop of ink had been dropped into that Great Ocean to which your terrestrial Pacific itself is only a molecule.’


'Do you mean then that Hell - all that infinite empty town - is down in some little crack like this?'


'Yes. All Hell is smaller than one pebble of your earthly world: but it is smaller than one atom of this world, the Real World. Look at yon butterfly. If it swallowed all Hell, Hell would not be big enough to do it any harm or to have any taste.'


'It seems big enough when you are in it, Sir.'





�	Catechism of the Roman Catholic Church � XE "Catechism" � §391 ff, ‘Behind the disobedient choice of our first parents lurks a seductive voice, opposed to God, which makes them fall into death out of envy.  Scripture and the Church’s Tradition see in this being fallen angel, called ‘Satan’ or the ‘devil’. See also QoL pp151 following. REF for Orthodox.


�	The Times May 8, lead editorial.


�	CS Lewis The Screwtape Letters Fount 1952.


�	In Genesis 2:16-17� XE "Genesis 2\:16-17" �, God gave Adam and Eve a far-reaching permission ('You are free to eat from any tree in the garden'), one prohibition ('But you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil') and then warned them of the penalty if they disobeyed ('For when you eat of it you will surely die'). Satan ignores the wide scope of the permission and concentrates on the prohibition - which he exaggerates (Genesis 3:1� XE "Genesis 3\:1" �). His tactics have not changed. He still ignores the fact that God has given us all things richly to enjoy (1 Timothy 6:17� XE "1 Timothy 6\:17" �). He ignores the great blessing of walking in a relationship with God. He ignores the riches of Christian marriages and families, the security of a Christian home, the level of friendship that we can enjoy as Christians, and countless other things which God offers to those who know and love him. He does not tell us about these things. Instead he concentrates on a tiny unimaginative list of prohibitions of what Christians are not allowed to do - assuring us again and again that we can't get drunk, swear or be promiscuous. There are relatively few things that God does not allow us to do - and there are very good reasons why he prohibits them.


	Finally, he denies the penalty. He says, “You will not die” (Genesis 3:4� XE "Genesis 3\:4" �). He says, in effect, that it will you any harm to disobey God. He suggests to us God is really a spoilsport, that God does not want best for our lives and that we will miss out if we don't disobey. In fact the opposite is the case, as Adam Eve found out. It is disobedience which causes us to miss out on so much of what God intended for us.


	In the verses that follow, we see the consequences of God. First, there is shame and embarrassment.  Adam and Eve felt exposed and began a cover-up (v. 7). How quickly would we want to leave the room if every action we had ever done was disclosed on a screen, followed by a written list of every thought we had ever entertained? Deep down, we all shamed and embarrassed by our sin. We don't want people to find us out. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle� XE "Conan Doyle, Sir Arthur" � played a practical joke on twelve men. They were all very well-known, respected and respectable men, regarded as pillars of the establishment. He sent each of them a telegram, with the same message in each: 'Flee at once. All is discovered.' Within twenty-four hours, they had all fled the country! Virtually all of us have something in our lives of which we are ashamed; something we would not want everyone to know about. We often put up barriers around us to avoid the possibility of being found out.


	Next, Adam and Eve's friendship with God was broken. When they heard God coming, they hid (v. 8). Many people today shy away from God. They don't want to face up to the fact of the possibility of his existence. Like Adam they are afraid (v. 10). Some have a real fear of going to church or mixing with Christians. God immediately started to try and draw them back into a relationship. He called out, 'Where are you?' (v. 9). He still does.


	Then, there is a separation between Adam and Eve themselves. Adam blames Eve. Eve blames the devil. But they and we are responsible for our own sin. We cannot blame God or others or even the devil (James 1:13-15� XE "James 1\:13-15" �). We see this in our society today. When people turn away from God, they start fighting one another. We see the breakdown of relationships wherever we look: broken marriages, broken homes, broken relationships at work, civil war and war between nations.  Finally, we see in God's punishment of Adam and Eve (v. 14 onwards) that they were deceived by Satan. We see how his deception led Adam and Eve away from God into a path which, as Satan knew from the beginning, led to destruction. 








