The People of the Eucharist

... there were added that day about three thousand souls.  And they devoted themselves to the apostles’s teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayers. (Acts 2:41–42).

The cup of blessing which we bless: is it not a participation in the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?  Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. (1 Corinthians 10:16–17). 

Sacrament = an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace.

The Bride of Christ
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I needn’t have worried about being declared redundant.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he might present the church to himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, so that she might be holy and without blemish.  Even so husbands should love their wives as their own bodies…for no man ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes it and cherishes it, as Christ does his church, because we are members of his body. (Ephesians 5:25-30).



In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. (John 16:33)

�� INCLUDEPICTURE D:\\d\\CH\\IM\\B_COM1_1.PCX \* MERGEFORMAT ���

I’m beginning to wonder why they employed me. We’ve only had 13 all evening, and one of them left early.

(9 The Church



..Isn’t

A building

A bureaucracy

A members’ club



How does the Bible see the Church?

Simon Peter replied, “you are the Christ, the Son of the living God”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood have not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.” (Matthew 16:18)

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. (1 Peter 9, see also Rev. 1:6, 5:10, 20:6)

God’s own People

Universal

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  And look, I am with you always, even to the end of time. (Matthew 28:19-28)

“one church is recognised as being spread over all the world” [Muratorian Canon (c. 190)]..

Local

Groupings

Everything must work together for the common good (eg 1 Cor 1:10-13, 12:17)

The Family of God

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift!’ (Mat 5:23-24).

By this my father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you – remain in my love … this is my commandment, that you love one another (John 15:8-12)
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and this talk of taking it to London and the provinces is a pure pipe-dream.  At this rate it will hardly run two days in Jerusalem.

A Royal Priesthood

Priests in the Bible

Hebrew Cohen, Greek Heiros (hierarchy) - exclusive channel to God.

Only one Christian High Priest: Jesus himself (Hebrews 4:14-5:10) – not descendant of Aaron, but appointed by God, a priest for ever like Melchizedek 

(Genesis 14:18-20, Psalm 110:4 etc..).  

Jesus, on the cross, was the Lamb of God, the full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice reconciling God and man (Hebrews 10:12).

Priests in the Modern Sense

elder/presbyter ((prester (preost (priest)

under authority of episcopos (overseer / bishop).

It is evident to all diligently reading holy Scripture and ancient Authors, that from the Apostles’ time there have been these Orders of Ministers in Christ’s Church: Bishops, Priests and Deacons.  These offices were always had in such reverend estimation that no one might presume to execute any of them, except he were first called, tried, examined and known to have such qualities as are requisite for the same; and also by public prayer, with Imposition of Hands, were approved and admitted thereunto by lawful authority (Book of Common Prayer, Preface to the Ordinal. Capitalisation, spelling and words in italics modernised see eg Philippians 1:1, 1 Timothy 3:1-2, Titus 1:7. Acts 11:30, 14:23, 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23, 16:4, 20:17, 21:18, 1 Timothy 5:17-19, Titus 1:5, James 5:14, 1 Peter 5:1, 2 John 1:1, 3 John 1:1, Revelation, 4:4-10, 5:5-14, 7:11-13, 11:16, 14:3, 19:4. Acts 6:2-6  Philippians 1:1, 1 Timothy 3:8 and 3:12).

Feed my lambs ... tend my sheep ... feed my sheep (John 21:15–19)

Whose Sacrifice in the Eucharist?

‘Christ … offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins’ (Hebrews 10:12). ‘take, eat, this is my body which is given for you, do this in remembrance of me’ (Matthew 26:26, Luke 22:19, 1 Corinthians 11:24–25) .. ‘drink of it all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins’ (Matthew 26:27–28).

If Christians have celebrated the Eucharist from the beginning ... it is because we know ourselves to be bound by the command the Lord gave on the eve of his Passion: ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ ... We carry out the command of the Lord by celebrating the memorial of his sacrifice. (Roman Catholic Catechism §1356 & 1357 Italics in the original)

� INCLUDEPICTURE D:\\d\\CH\\IM\\B_COM1_3.PCX \* MERGEFORMAT ���

The Body of Christ

For as with the human body, which is a unity although it has many parts – all the parts of the body, though many, still making up one single body – so it is with Christ … Now you are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. (1 Corinthians 12:12,27).

Christians will do greater works than the works Jesus did, because Jesus was leaving the world and going to the Father (John 14:12)
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