Conclusion
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“Let not your hearts be troubled, believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  And you know the way where I am going.”  


Thomas� XE "Thomas" � said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going, how can we know the way?”
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Sometimes I prefer my dreams to be unattainable


Jesus said to him: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life...” (John 14:1-6).

















Lord Jesus, we thank you that you are the Son of God.


We thank you that in your life, death and resurrection you showed us your perfect love, �making it possible for us to love, overcoming sin and death. 


We are sorry for all our sins, �and for all the ways in which we fail to fulfil your purpose for us.


We pray that you will enable us to accept your free gift of eternal life,�and follow you, the way, the truth and the life�in the power of the Holy Spirit to the glory of God the Father�now and always.
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What’s the use of it up there?� I say it’s no earthly use at all.  �It needs to be down here where we can use it.�Not stuck up there,  no help to anyone…


(10 Spiritual Growth


‘The Way’


Acts 9:2, 22:4, 24:14.


“Prepare the way of the Lord” (Mark 1:2), 


The disciples “went forth and preached everywhere” (Mark 16:20).


Who is Jesus?


Why did Jesus die?


Who do you say that I am?


Faith & the Bible


Prayer


Father, Son and Holy Spirit?


How can we relate to God?


How can I be filled with the Spirit?


Is the Church a Hippopotamus?


Foundation in Prayer and Love


The Way –  a lifelong journey, centred in Christ


“I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6) 


The journey into God’s Kingdom


The journey into love 


Love the LORD our God and love our neighbour as ourselves.  


A journey based on prayer
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	Abba – dearest heavenly father�	Hallowed be the name of you�	Come the kingly reign of you�	Be it done the will of you�	As in heaven, so on earth�	Bread that we need for the day�	Give to us to today�	Also Lord forgive us our debts, �	as also we’ve forgiven our debtors�	And lead us – not into temptation�	But deliver us from Evil.


Sin is inevitable, forgiveness essential (eg Matt 18:7-9, Lk 17:1-4, 1 John 8-10).


You have heard that it was said, ‘you shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust. (Matthew 5:43-45)


Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For every one who asks, receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks the door will be opened.  Or what man of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! (Matthew 7:7-11)


All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)


Building on the Foundations


I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph 3:14-19)


We must not be like the ‘seed which fell on rocky ground’ (Matthew 13:5)


Discipline


Very important that we have a discipline (see eg 1 Corinthians 9:26)


Prayer


Sacraments


He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is food indeed and my blood is drink indeed.  He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. (John 6:54-56).


Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, because we all partake of the one bread (1 Corinthians 10:17)


‘partake’ (metechomen) also means belong to (Hebrews 7:13).


As this broken bread once scattered over the mountains has been gathered together to make a single entity, so gather your Church together from the ends of the earth into your Kingdom (Didache, IX, 4 - c. 100 AD).


When the Lord calls his body bread, made from a collection of a large number of grains, he is pointing to the unity of our people. And when he calls his blood wine, which is pressed from a large number of clusters of grapes to form a single liquid, he signifies that our flock is made up of a multitude gathered into unity. (Cyprian of Carthage Letter 69 V, 2, martyred AD258)


Bible Reading


We need in our Rules a regular diet of reading the Bible.  


 “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4 quoting Deuteronomy 8:3)


Lifestyle


Not everyone that says to me Lord, Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in Heaven” (Matthew 7:21).


Perseverance


Overwhelming experience of the Spirit followed by a time of temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13, Luke 4:1-13).
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