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Appendix —What exactly is Speaking in Tongues?


One form of generally ‘private’ prayer in which people use languages which they do not know, generally not human languages.  


One of the gifts of the Spirit, by no means the most important.


Those who speak in a tongue speak to God, but not to other people, because nobody understands them; they are speaking in the Sprit and the meaning is hidden.… Those  who speak in a tongue may build themselves up, but those who prophecy build up the community.  While I should like you all to speak in tongues, I would much rather that you could prophecy.  … For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit may be praying but my mind derives no fruit from it.  What then?  I shall pray with the spirit but I shall pray with the mind as well.…  I thank God that I speak with tongues more than any of you; all the same, when I am in the assembly, I would rather speak five words with my mind, to instruct others as well, than ten thousand words in a tongue … So my brothers, be eager to prophecy, and do not suppress the gift of speaking in tongues; but make sure that everything is done in a proper and orderly fashion. (1 Corithians 14 NJB).
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Another advantage of this type of Spirit is that you don’t get a hangover


A gift from God, which the Holy Spirit will give to those for whom it is right.  It is not right for everybody (1 Cor 12:30) –1 Cor 14:5 can be read “as I wish that you all could speak in tongues but rather in order that you may prophecy” because then there would not be silly divisions about some people speaking in tongues and some not and we could maintain the outward-looking focus of the Church.  But for those for whom it is right, and who ask, and wait, God will give this gift as He gives all others.


NB: just one of the many forms of prayer that God makes available to us.  


Silence and adoration


Tears


Liturgy


Meditation assisted with Icons, Music etc..
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(8—How can I be filled with the Spirit?
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Ask, Trust & Wait


The ruach blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Ruach’ (John 3:1–8)





The first growth of the Church 


Pentecost


“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8� XE "Acts 1\:8" �).


Then they returned to Jerusalem and “all with one accord devoted themselves to prayer” (Acts 1:14� XE "Acts 1\:14" �). 


proskaterountes homothumadon – were continuing steadfastly with one mind. attend devotedly (Acts 2:46, Romans 13:6), continue steadfastly (Colosians 4:2), to wait on your master (Acts 10:7, see also Mark 3:9).


When the day of Pentecost had come – [in the fulfilment of the day of Pentecost, compare Luke 9:51-55] – they were all together in one place.  And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:1-4).


What was Pentecost?


commemorated the giving of the Law to Moses (Exodus 34:29).  


completion of the agricultural aspects of the feast of the Passover:


Wave upon Wave – Building the Church


Stephen		Acts 6:1-7


Samaritans


…when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit; for it had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Sprit. (Ac 8:14-18)


St Paul


And laying his hands on him, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  And immediately something like scales fell from [Saul’s] eyes and he regained his sight.  Then  he rose and was baptised, and took food and was strengthened. (Acts 9:17-19)


Building up the Church


So the church … had peace and was built up; and walking in the fear of the Lord and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit it was multiplied. (Acts 9:31)


Cornelius


There was a man named Cornelius… a devout man who … prayed constantly to God. … He saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming to him and saying … send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter…” … He called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those that waited on him,… and sent them to Joppa. (Acts 10:1-7).


While Peter was yet saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.  And the believers from among the circumcised who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  For they heard them speaking in tongues and proclaiming the greatness of God.  Then Peter declared: “can anyone forbid water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then they asked him to remain for some days. (Acts 10:44-48).


Ephesus


Paul … came to Ephesus.  There he found some disciples. And he said to them “did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?”  They said, “Into John’s baptism.”  And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is Jesus.”  On hearing this, they were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.  There were about twelve of them in all. (Acts 19:1–7)


Jesus tells us: Ask for the Holy Spirit.


Ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks, receives, and he who seeks, finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion.  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him? (Luke 11:9-13).


How do we receive?


When you have asked, try to do it. ‘O Lord open our lips, and our mouth shall show forth your praise’ (Psalm 51:15)


Believe that what you receive is from God..


Persevere.


‘Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have pity on me a sinner’











