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Gifts for all the Children


To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To one there is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  All these are inspired by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills (1 Corinthians 12:7–11).


Every good endowment and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father (James 1:17).


Now we have received … the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed upon us by God.  And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit. (1 Cor 2:12-13a).


The growing family


You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).


Thirsting for the Water of Life


The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life   (Revelation 22:17). 


Be filled with the Spirit! (Ephesians 5:18 – see Acts 9:17)
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St Peter is described as being filled with the Holy Spirit on three separate occasions in Acts alone (Acts 2:4, Acts 4:8, Acts 4:31).
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(7—How can we relate to God?


�


You can all share in the gift of His Spirit








God first loves us


For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:16–17)


We love, because he first loved us (1 John 4:19)


Jesus ... saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. (Matthew 9:9)


And as he sat at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this means. ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’  For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners (Matthew 9:10–13 - see also Luke 5:27-32).


Born Anew – Born from Above


There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do, unless God is with him.” Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew (or ‘from above’, the Greek word means both), he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Truly, Truly I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,  he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 


That which is born of ruach is ruach – wind, spirit, breath.


Do not marvel that I said to you, "You must be born anew." The ruach blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Ruach’ (John 3:1–8).


Drawn into God’s Family


What does it mean?


To all who received him [Jesus], who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:12-13).


We are the temple of the living God; as God said: “I will live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people … and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” (2 Corinthians 6:16b, 18, see Ezekiel 37:27 & Isaiah 43:6).


There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1).


For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:26-28)


The Family Likeness


...we … are being transformed into [Jesus’] likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit’ (2 Corinthians 3:18). 


and the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:22). 


Worship and Sacraments


Developing the Relationship


spending time with Him


opening ourselves up to God, asking for His transforming love


.God wants us to be “changed from glory into glory” (see eg Heb2:10)


Worshipping Together


Sacraments


Baptism


Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have commanded you, and lo I am with you always, to the close of the age.’ (Matthew 28:19–20).


Eucharist


“This is my body, which is given up for you.  Do this in remembrance of me” (Lk 22:19). “Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Mat 26:27–28).


Unity in the family


An argument arose among [the disciples] as to which of them was the greatest.  But when Jesus perceived the thought of their hearts, he took a child and put him by his side, and said to them, “whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me; for he who is least among you all is the one who is great” (Luke 9:46).


I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them, so that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and thou in me, so that they may become perfectly one. (John 17:20-23a).


I am eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all  (Ephesians 4:4–6).








