The Sign of Glory


The Glory of God is found not in his power over us, �	but in his unfailing love for us.


The perfect sacrifice offered “once, for all”,  in unfailing love.


The Results?


Love Calling to Love


We love, because he first loved us (1 John 4:19). (see also Ezekiel 11:19).


Love Defeating Evil


Nothing can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:39)


Evil and sin do not cease to exist, but that they no longer have the last word.


Love Overcoming Death


Death is not the end. Jesus gives us life—that life we were made for.


The Triumph of the Cross
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“It is finished!” (John 19:30)





�(2.—What about the Cross? 
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He saved others, let him save himself, if he is the Anointed One of God, His Chosen One.’ (Luke 23:35) 


Let him now come down from the Cross and we will believe in him’ (Matthew 27:42)


A hanged man is accursed by God (Deuteronomy 21:23)





But..


Now is the hour coming when the son of man will be glorified (John 12:23)


I decided to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. (1 Corinthians 2:2)


Far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 6:14) 


�The Purpose of Life — and the Cross


‘Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and love your neighbour as yourself.’ (Matthew 22:36)


not ‘Lurve’, the ‘special way of feeling’. 


The ‘heart’ in Jewish and Greek thought refers to the will, not the feelings. 


The Love that Jesus is talking about is the steadfast orientation of our will to the true well-being of the beloved. 


Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). 


Love is not about how we feel, it is about what we choose to do.


‘neighbour’ means anyone whose true well-being your actions can significantly influence, even if they are your enemy (Luke 10:29–37, Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:27–36). 


What Prevents us from Loving?


We all do things which we know are wrong, and we fail to live up to the purpose God has given us.


Sin ( missing the mark, like a darts player missing the bulls-eye. 


The bulls-eye is fulfilling God’s purpose, to love God and our neighbour as ourselves.


We want to love, we need to love. Yet it seems so difficult. 


Consequences of Sin in our Lives?


Causes suffering


We are ‘Slaves to Sin’ (John 8:34)


Sin becomes habitual. We are trapped in it.


There is a chain of sin — our sins ricochet and lead others into sin..


Sin echoes down the ages, on and on. For our behaviour is never a private matter. It affects other people.


lives empty of real meaning and purpose. Life heads off into death.


�


You can't make someone love you. They have to choose. 


Even God will not force us to love him. 


God wants our love and wants us to live as a community of love 


He gives us free will.


This freedom leaves us open to choosing the alternative way


The Penalty of Sin 


When you were slaves of sin ... what return did you get from the things of which you are now ashamed?  The end of these things is death. But now you have been set free from sin ... the return that you get is ... eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:20–23)


What has God done?


The Way


Jesus came 


that we might have life, and have it more abundantly. (John 10:10). 


to break the power of sin and to make it possible for us to become children of God (John 1:12) 


to share in the eternal life of God.


Jesus has shown us the way.


			Jesus is the way. 


							We can share his life.


The Reconciliation


‘God reconciling the world to himself’ (2 Corinthians 5:19). 


‘the Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world.’ (John 1:29)


�
When I Survey


When I survey the wondrous cross�On which the prince of Glory died,�My richest gain I count but loss,�And pour contempt on all my pride.


See from his head, his hands, his feet,�Sorrow and love flow mingling down.�Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,�Or thorns compose so rich a crown?


Were the whole realm of nature mine�That were a present far too small;�Love so amazing, so divine,�Demands my self, my soul, my all.


Psalm 22


My God, My God, why have you forsaken me.�Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?�My God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, �by night as well, but I find no rest.�Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned upon the praises of Israel.


Our forebears put their trust in you, they trusted and you delivered them�They cried out to you and were delivered; �they trusted in you and were not put to shame.


But as for me, I am a worm and no man, �scorned by all and despised by the people.�All who see me laugh me to scorn; �they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,


‘He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; �let him rescue him, if he delights in him.’(


Yet you are he who took me out of the womb,�and kept me safe upon my mother's breast.


I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born;�you were my God when I was still in my mother's womb.(


Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help.�Many young bulls encircle me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me.�They open wide their jaws at me, like a ravening and a roaring lion.


I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;(�my heart within my breast is melting wax.


My mouth is dried out like earthenware;(�my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; �and you have laid me in the dust of the grave.


Packs of dogs close in on me, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; �They pierce my hands and my feet; (I can count all my bones. �They stare and gloat over me; they divide my garments among them;�they cast lots for my clothing.(


Be not far away, O Lord; you are my strength; hasten to help me.�Save me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog.�Save me from the lion's mouth, my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls.�I will declare your name to my people; �in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.�Praise the Lord, you that fear him; stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel;�all you of Jacob's line, give glory.


For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face from them; but when they cry to him he hears them.�My praise is of him in the great assembly; �I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.


The poor shall eat and be satisfied,( �and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: 'May your heart live for ever!'�All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, �and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.(


For kingship belongs to the Lord; he rules over the nations.�To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; �all who go down to the dust fall before him.


My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; (�they shall be known as the Lord's for ever.�They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn(�the saving deeds that he has done.





Lord Jesus, we thank you that you are the Son of God, �and that you came to bring us your love, your life and your truth. 


We thank you that on the Cross you showed us your perfect love, �making it possible for us to love, overcoming sin and death. 


We are sorry for all our sins, �and for all the ways in which we fail to fulfil your purpose for us.


We pray that you will come into our lives, �that you will enable us to accept your free gift of your eternal life, �now and always.�
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