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Quiet please while I begin my investigations
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You have definitely risen from the dead


“Unless I can see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’  Eight days later  the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them.  The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them.  ‘Peace be with you,’ he said.  Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘put your finger here, look here are my hands.  Give me your hand, put it into my side.  Do not be unbelieving any more, but believe.’  Thomas replied, “my Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him:  ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ (John 20:24-29)


So who is Jesus?
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The position of the stone gave it away


‘A sorcerer who led Israel astray’ (Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 43a)





or





‘The Christ, Son of the Living God’ (Matthew 15:15)
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(3. Who do you say that I am?








Jesus made claims to be the Son of God: 


Possibilities:


i)	He knew they were untrue.


ii)	He was deluded.


iii) 	The claims are true.


Evidence about the Resurrection


1—Something extraordinary happened at Easter.
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How would you like people to believe in you because of the position of a stone?


2—The authorities could not find Jesus’ body


3—They never produced anyone involved in removing it.


4—The disciples really believed in the resurrection.


Now I would remind you, brethren, in what terms I preached you the gospel…that Christ died for our sins…that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day…and that he appeared to [Peter], then to the twelve.  Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive…But if there is no resurrection of the dead then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not been raised then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.   We [would even be] found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that He raised Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:1-15).
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First I must examine the stone


They both ran, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first; and stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths not lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; he saw the linen cloths lying, and the napkin, which had been on his head, lying with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed. (John 20:3-8)


5—Slightly confused records of eye-witness accounts
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Now to examine the grave-clothes �– yes it is just as I thought


Since it was the day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from remaining on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day) the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken away.  So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him; but when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.  But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.  He who saw it has borne witness – his testimony is true and he knows that he tells the truth. (John 19:31-35).


So what really happened?


Possibilities


The resurrection happened or 


It did not happen but the disciples thought it did or


It did not happen and the disciples knew it did not.  They made it up.


2a.	They thought they saw Jesus but they were mistaken or


2b.	They did see Jesus, but he had not died on the Cross.


Was Jesus really dead?


Jesus of Nazareth underwent Jewish and Roman trials, was flogged, and was sentenced to death by crucifixion.  The scourging produced deep stripelike lacerations and appreciable blood loss, and it probably set the stage for hypovolmeic shock, as evidenced by the fact that Jesus was too weakened to carry the crossbar (patibulum) to Golgotha.  At the site of the crucifixion, his wrists were nailed to the patibulum and, after the patibulum was lifted onto the upright posts (stipes) his feet were nailed to the stipes.  The major pathophysiologic effect of crucifixion was an interference with normal respiration.  Accordingly, death resulted primarily from hypovolmeic shock and exhaustion asphyxia.  Jesus’ death was ensured by the  thrust of a soldier,s spear into his side.  Modern medical interpretation of the historical evidence indicates that Jesus was dead when taken down from the cross (Journal of the American Medical Association March 1986)


Did they really see Jesus?
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I have come to my conclusion Lord


And suddenly, coming to meet them, was Jesus. “Greetings” he said.  And the women came up to him and, clasping his feet, they did him homage.  Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid’ (Mat 28:9-10).


Jesus himself came up and walked by their side, but their eyes were prevented from recognising him.  He said to them, ‘What are all these things that you are discussing as you walk along’… he said to them ‘you foolish men! So slow to believe all that the prophets have said!  Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer before entering into his glory?  Then…he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself.… so he went in to stay with them.  Now while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them.  And their eyes were opened and they recognised him, but he had vanished from their sight. (Luke 24:15-31).


[Jesus] himself stood among [the apostles] and said to them, “Peace be with you!” In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost.  But he said, “Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts stirring in your hearts?  See by my hands and my feet that it is I myself.  Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as you can see I have.’  And as he said this he showed them his hands and his feet.  Their joy was so great that they still could not believe it, they were dumbfounded; so he said to them, have you anything here to eat?  And they offered him a piece of grilled fish, which he ate before their eyes. (Luke 24:36-43).











