Practical Hints


Establish a pattern: 


Realistic sensible and not too demanding (at first)


One approach:


Read the passage through.  Pause in silence and let it sink in.


Try to understand what the passage means.


Read the passage again.


Consider what it means for you, now.


Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock  (Matthew 7:24)


Psalm 23


The LORD is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want�He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters


He revives my soul, and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake


Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,� I shall fear no evil�For you are with me, your rod and your staff, they comfort me


You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me�You have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over


Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life�And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.








�(4.—What happened next? 
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What is Faith?


An essential part of love: trust in the beloved


“This is the faith of the Church. This is our faith.  We believe and trust in one God, Father Son and Holy Spirit”.  


‘You believe that God is one; you do well.  Even the demons believe – and tremble’ (James 2:19).


How can we be sure of our faith?


Jesus enables all who receive him and believe in him to become children of God  [John 1:12].  We live Psalm 23 and Psalm 22.


I write these things, that you may know that you have eternal life (1 John 5:13)


Why should I read the Bible?


What is the Bible?


‘little library’, of very different types and styles


History, poetry, ceremonial rules, visions, proverbs etc..


Each to be read in the appropriate ways


God speaks on so many different levels


Written by humans and selected by the Church, all inspired by GOD
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most quoted book in literature


Many languages were first written down for the Bible 


by far the best selling book in the world


The Record of Jesus


The Example of Jesus


He continually quotes from the Bible (eg Matthew 4:1-12 many others!)


‘scripture cannot be broken’ (John 10:35)


‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law and the Prophets’ (Mat 5:17)


quotes the Scriptures as ‘the commandment of God’ (Mark 7:5-13)


St Paul writes: ‘All Scripture is inspired by God’ (2 Timothy 3:16).  


New Testament cradled in the Old


The Teaching of Jesus


the Holy Spirit will guide [Jesus’ disciples] into all truth (John 16:13)


‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God’ (Matthew 4:4, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3)


�Knowing that we have Eternal Life


The Promises of God


‘Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me’ (Revelation 3:20). 


Anyone who loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, �and we shall come to him and make a home in him (John 14:23)


I am with you always (Matthew 28:20)


Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God’s sight chosen and precious; and like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:4–5)


The work of God


For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life’ (John 3:16).


not a matter of lip-service but of a deep inner commitment (eg Matthew 7:21–23, Matthew 25:31–45, James 2:14–26)


If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins, and cleanse us (1 John 1:9)


Learning from the Bible in Practice


Guidance for Life – God has Spoken


what really constitutes loving God and our neighbour as ourselves?


“Do this [love God & Neighbour as yourself], and you will live” (Luke 10:28)


A love letter from God – God speaks


The word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  (Hebrews 4:12).


Guidance for Worship – Rejoicing in God


Great in the Lord and highly to be praised! �in the city of our God is his holy hill, �beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth!...�Your praise, like your name, O God, reaches to the world’s end! (Ps 48:1,2,9)
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